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Overview
This document will provide detailed instructions for performing the interface connectivity test. The purpose of the interface connectivity test is to confirm that agencies using SMART interfaces can send and receive files from the DISC mainframe. The DISC mainframe will be the repository for data exchanges between agencies and the new Statewide Management, Accounting and Reporting Tool (SMART).  
The mainframe is already being used to manage data exchanges (interfaces) between agency systems and SHARP.  By using this same process it will provide consistency in managing data exchanges (interfaces) between SMART, SHARP, and agencies.
If you require assistance please email the Sunflower Project at Sunflowerfms@da.ks.gov with any questions you have and enter ‘Connectivity Testing’ in the subject line.
Step #1 – Install Core FTP
If you already have Core FTP installed on your computer, please proceed to Step #2. To find out if you have Core FTP installed on your computer, navigate to Start > All Programs, and look for the Core FTP folder.

The Sunflower Project standard for FTP transfer is Core FTP.  Core FTP is a File Transfer Protocol (FTP) application used to transfer files to and from the DISC mainframe. 
All agencies connecting to the mainframe can download Core FTP Pro free as part of the state license at http://www.da.ks.gov/sharp/downloads.htm.  Each person(s) needing Core FTP will need to contact their administrative support team that will install the software and contact DISC at 785-296-4999 for the registration information to register the application.
Step #2 – Open Core FTP
Navigate to Start > All Programs > Core FTP > Core FTP Pro on your computer. The Core FTP application will open and you will be directed to the Core FTP Site Manager screen.
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Step #3 – Enter Site Manager Information
Perform the following actions on the Site Manager screen:
· Site Name – Enter DISC_Mainframe, or enter a name which you will recognize.
· Host / IP / URL -  Enter MVS1.da.ks.gov (the IP address is 165.201.25.2 but please use the domain name)
· Username – Enter the Username provided to you by your agency’s Top Secret Administrator. 
· Password – If this is not your first time using Core FTP to access the DISC mainframe, you will enter your existing password. If this is your first time using Core FTP to access the DISC mainframe, you will enter your password in the following format, using the temporary password provided to you by your agency’s Top Secret Administrator:
· <Temporary Password>/<New Password>/<New Password>. As mentioned, the Temporary Password will be provided to you by your Agency’s Top Secret Administrator. The New Password will be created by you and must satisfy the following conditions: 8 characters, cannot have the same characters next to each other, must have at least one number, must have at least one letter. This step is required and will change your temporary password to the new permanent password. For example, if my temporary password is ‘DAFSZDK1’, and I want my new password to be ‘islands1’, I will enter the following information:’DAFSZDK1/islands1/islands1’. 
· Click the Don’t Save Password box so that it is checked. 
· The Port, Timeout, and Retries fields should automatically populate.
· The Retry checkbox should be automatically checked. If not, click in the Retry box.
· Click the PASV check box.
· Click the Auth SSL check box. 
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Step #4 – Enter Advanced Site Settings for Directory/Folder
Click the Advanced button on the Site Manager screen. The Advanced Site Settings screen will display. 
Perform the following actions on the Advanced Site Settings screen:
· Select Directory/Folder on the left side of the Advanced Site Settings screen. 
· Enter ‘your two digit agency identifier.’ (i.e. ‘DA.’) in the Remote Start Folder field. Your two digit agency identifier can be located at: http://www.da.ks.gov/disc/pubs/standards/s4423_08.htm. Remember to include the single quotes and period.  
· The Abs box should be checked.
· Enter your local directory default in the Local Start Folder by clicking on the ellipses and then selecting the directory you want to set as your local default.
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Step #5 – Enter Advanced Site Settings for Transfers
Perform the following actions on the Advanced Site Settings screen:
· Select Transfers on the left side of the Advanced Site Settings screen. 
· Check the box for ‘Set default transfer mode to ASCII’.
· Check the box for ‘Do not use MDTM for date/time’. (this is a correction from a previous error)
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The MDTM option can also be configured from the Main Menu>TOOLS>Sync/Compare
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· Click OK, which will display the Site Manager screen. 
Step #6 – Connect
Click on CONNECT.  
If your login is successful, you will be connected to the mainframe.
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Step #7 – Test Inbound to DISC Mainframe Connectivity
Perform the following action to test that you can send a file to the DISC mainframe:
· Select the sample INF02 file provided to your agency in the directory on the left side of the screen. The file will become highlighted on the screen. Note – the first two digits of the file name will be your agencies two digit identifier. This file will be created by the Sunflower project and provided to you prior to July 15, 2009.
· Click the upload button (blue arrow icon shown in red box below) to copy the highlighted file on the left to the DISC mainframe directory on the right. Once the file is copied over to the right side of your screen, the Inbound to DISC Mainframe Connectivity test is complete.
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Step #8 – Test Outbound from DISC Mainframe Connectivity

Perform the following action to test that you can retrieve a file to the DISC mainframe:

· Select the sample INF03 file stored on the DISC Mainframe in the directory on the right side of your screen. Note – the first two digits of the file name will be your agencies two digit identifier. The file will become highlighted on the screen. Note – the first two digits of the file name will be your agencies two digit identifier. This file will be created by the Sunflower project and placed on the mainframe for you to select prior to July 15, 2009. 
· Click the download button (blue arrow icon shown in red box below) to copy the highlighted file on the left to the DISC mainframe directory on the right. Once the file is copied over to the left side of your screen, the Inbound to DISC Mainframe Connectivity test is complete.
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Step #9 – Communicate Results to Sunflower Project

Once your interface connectivity testing is complete, please send an email to Sunflowerfms@da.ks.gov with ‘<Your Agency Name> - Connectivity Testing Complete’ in the subject line’.

If you encounter issues with your password, please contact your agency’s Top Secret Mainframe Administrator. 

If you encounter other issues during the test, please contact the Sunflower Project at Sunflowerfms@da.ks.gov with any questions you have and enter ‘Connectivity Testing’ in the subject line. 
Step #10 – Custom Scripts/Configurations

There are some other configurations in your file transfer tool (i.e. Core FTP) that may be necessary for you to copy files correctly to and from the mainframe. There are currently 3 commands that you may need to enter in the Pre Transfer commands text box depending on whether you are transferring a file to or from the mainframe.

Transferring a file from Agency systems to the Mainframe:
The Pre transfer commands from an Agency system to the Mainframe are:

· Site mgmtclass=mcda30
This script ensures that the files will remain on the Mainframe for at least 30 days.  The default setting should now be set to 30 days, so this should not be necessary but can be used if there are issues with the file not remaining on the mainframe as planned.

· Site recfm=fb lrecl=617 blksize=0
This script identifies the file as a fixed block file, specifies the maximum record length, and specifies the block size. The script includes three parameters: recfm (record format), lrecl (longest record length), and blksize (total length of the file).

· Recfm is equal to fb to identify that the file is a fixed block file.

· Lrecl is equal to the length of the longest record in the file. You need up update this value for each file.

· Blksize is equal to 0 so that the mainframe will automatically choose the block size.

An example using all three options would be Site recfm=fb lrecl=617 blksize=0 recfm=FB mgmtclass=mcda30 trailingspaces=true (trailingblanks will work in CURL, the two may be Interchangeable)
Transferring a file Outbound from the Mainframe to Agency systems:

The Pre transfer command from the Mainframe to an Agency system is:

· Site trailingspaces=true
This script ensures that spaces at the end of a line in the file are copied properly from the Mainframe to an Agency system.
The following screenshot identifies the Pre transfer commands text box where you will enter your commands.
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